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As most of you are aware, the unauthorized practice of veterinary
medicine is a violation of Wisconsin’s regulatory provisions and
can result in fines of up to $1,000 for the first offense and up to
$3,000 for second and subsequent offenses. While the concept
of unauthorized practice of veterinary medicine is fairly easy to
understand, it is much more difficult to identify what can and
should be done about this issue.

The Wisconsin Veterinary Examining Board has discussed this issue
at length at recent meetings. Unfortunately, despite the Board’s
acknowledgment that the unauthorized practice of veterinary
medicine is a growing concern, it is also clear that the Board does
not have jurisdiction under the current statutes and regulations
over individuals who are not receiving compensation for their
services. While legislation has been considered to correct that issue,
no amendments have actually be passed. As such, uncompensated
individuals remain outside the jurisdiction of the Board. An
additional challenge is the lack of resources to enforce the review
of unlicensed practice complaints. As such, even if the statute were
amended, it may be of no value if the Board is unable to enforce
the change in law due to its limited enforcement resources. Further
discussions will certainly occur before the Board on this very
important issue.
It is important to emphasize that despite the above difficulties,
unlicensed practice cases that involve an individual receiving
compensation are handled through the Wisconsin Department
of Regulation & Licensing, Division of Enforcement (DOE).
For example, In The Matter of a Petition for an Administrative
Injunction Involving Lee Minx, a certified equine dentist located in
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Missouri was the subject of an order from the State of Wisconsin
concluding that he had engaged in the unlicensed practice of
veterinary medicine in violation of Wis. Stat. § 453.05(1). As a
result, the respondent was prohibited from engaging in the practice
of veterinary medicine in the State of Wisconsin.
If you believe that an individual has violated Wisconsin state law
pertaining to the unauthorized practice of veterinary medicine,
a complaint can be filed with the DOE. The complaint form can
be accessed through the DOE’s website. The complaint form
includes five specific questions regarding the incident as well as
an opportunity to provide a full description of the incident that
you are complaining about. The complaint form requires a name,
address, home and work phone numbers, and an e mail address
in order for the complaint to be processed. Once a complaint
has been received, it will proceed to the investigation stage and
subsequent legal action and hearing stages as necessary.
Finally, it is helpful to review the Wisconsin Statutes regarding
what veterinary medical acts can be delegated to veterinary
technicians, students, and unlicensed assistants. The following
three acts may not be delegated under any circumstances to
veterinary technicians or other persons not holding a valid
veterinary medicine license: (1) diagnosis and prognosis of animal
diseases and conditions; (2) prescribing of drugs, medicines,
treatments and appliances; and (3) performing surgery. Beyond
that, the Wisconsin Statutes set forth which acts may and may
not be delegated. A review of those statutes by all veterinarians is
recommended.
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