Celebrate June Dairy Month!

June Dairy Month is an annual tradition in Wisconsin, taking place since the 1930s. June is a
designated time to showcase our dairy industry and celebrate our agriculture legacy and its
contributions to the state of Wisconsin.

The prosperity and health of our dairy industry would not be possible without Wisconsin’s
veterinarians. Dr. Mike Nicholson, WVMA member veterinarian from Evansville Veterinary
Service, says his main role on dairy farms is to support the health and well-being of the
individual animals as well as the herd as a whole.

“Veterinarians are uniquely trained to advise dairy farms on issues involving herd management,
preventative health care and acute animal care,” states Dr. Nicholson. He also stresses a
veterinarian-client relationship is necessary to ensure proper use of medications on the farm.

Dr. Nicholson encourages you to attend June Dairy Month events! June Dairy Month provides
people with an opportunity to meet dairy veterinarians and producers. “Wisconsin is America’s
Dairyland,” states Dr. Nicholson. “This is due to the efforts of the state’s dairy farmers providing
a plentiful supply of dairy products.” Attending events will allow you to appreciate first-hand the
impressive work these farms and veterinarians do every day!

Local veterinarians and producers are available at events to educate you on all that they do.
Below, Dr. Nicholson shares some frequently asked questions.
1. What are the main breeds of dairy cows?
There are seven breeds of dairy cattle. The four most common breeds are the Holstein,
Brown Swiss, Jersey and Guernsey. The Ayrshire, Milking Shorthorn, and Red and White
Holstein breeds also can be found in Wisconsin.

1. What do dairy cows eat and how much?
Dairy cattle can be fed a variety of grass, hay and silage (fermented, high moisture plant
material). Corn and hay silage are commonly fed along with vitamin and mineral supplements.
Cows spend most of their day eating or resting in their stalls or on pasture. When full grown,
they can eat over 100 pounds of feed daily!
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1. How much milk do cows produce?
Cows will typically produce between 6-12 gallons of milk daily, depending on their
environment, time of year, and how long its been since she last had a calf.

1. How often are cows milked?
Cows are milked two or three times a day, depending on the producer’s preference.

The dairy industry is a huge part of Wisconsin’s economy, contributing $26.5 billion annually.
Dr. Nicholson is proud to say that Wisconsin leads the nation in sheer number (over 12,800)
and diversity of our dairy farms. Our state continues to be world leaders in cheese production
and crafting of specialty cheeses. Wisconsin is also a leader in bovine (cow) medicine and
research.

To find featured recipes and other events throughout the month of June, visit www.eatwisconsi
ncheese.com
.A
large part of Wisconsin’s June Dairy Month celebration is a Dairy Breakfast hosted by each
county. To find a dairy breakfast location near you,
click here
!

This June Dairy Month, show your appreciation to Wisconsin’s leading industry – dairy!
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